Sl ke s
A8 5 sl Y
S5 AJ_}*&E‘V\

* Anadolu
Agency Strategic
Analysis
Director, Tiirkiye

Par{ T R P ]

salal Ao tb.«a." 1oda Leg (JSlwels S lomae
s el L it 2
*Olegy Slale

s gl e V1 eI sl Jlsbl e 45 el LUV A, o flows 1 asle
:;buf s (.;‘ JS..A CSY [ WURPNE S B PRV (P [ RO Gy sl ol e
Wil 31 oo &)1 2101 Bl o sy o 558 0l 83030 s 300 o S
Tl S350 53015 Lyl Bkl JSoa INS e il S0t BedBYI 53 DU B
S5t e Bl 3 il 53, Jelows 5 WY by Bl b ool IS g
—@\,W&WMﬁmM\ngu\mE} @ﬁd\}@@,&d\o@\
8,55 e il Al B0y . gl s B3l Ly L) Ls 2| sbal Judows 3
3Ll 5 oo ) 1) 581 o kol Ll e o cbonll o 355 tlate 5 e 5 o Gl
et ) 3353 e

sl 8Ll et () pf ¢l e themliell LSl

Mojtaba Khamenei and Beyond:The Struggle
for Leadership in Shiite Geopolitics

BILGAY DUMAN*
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ABSTRACT: This study analyzes the implications of the assassination of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei and Mojtaba Khamenei’s assumption of leadership for Iraq
and for Shiite geopolitics more broadly. The study demonstrates that this leadership
transition was not limited to Iranian domestic politics but directly impacted regional
power dynamics through the structure of religious authority, political balances, and
militia networks in Iraq. In this context, the study analyzes reactions in Iraq at both the
governmental and non-governmental levels, assesses the competition for Shiite religious
authority along the Najaf-Qom axis, and examines the religious and political dimen-
sions of Mojtaba Khamenei’s leadership. The study argues that Iraq was not merely
a sphere of influence in this process, but also became one of the centers of legitimacy

production and competition for power in the Shiite world.
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